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forger !    They produced his letter as proof against him :
and his ambassador, who  at first had reclaimed him,
then, by a policy often practised by the great, left him
to his fate.    I, who knew how it had all corae about,
considered myself bound to bear witness in my friend's
favour.    I presented myself in court, and I gave an
absolutely truthful account of all I knew : and I did not
spare the monk.    I offered to confirm my statement by
oath.     My testimony was accepted.     I had the im-
prudence to make known to iny friend by writing the
steps I had taken; and to promise him success.    The
next day I was denounced to the  Inquisition as an
impostor, the calumniator of the reverend fathers, and
my friend's accomplice.    I was thrown into prison, and
M. leDuc de P., who was a pious Catholic, and who owed
me money he could not pay, felt conscientious scruples
against defending me.    By general consent, I was con-
demned to be hanged.    M. Desbarres, who was travelling
with the Cardinal X., happened to be then in Spain.    I
had been in literary correspondence  with him;   and
hearing of my case, he obtained permission to see me.
He decided that I was innocent; and not being able to
get the judgment altered, he used every effort to induce
the French ambassador to claim me and get my case
judged in France.    This was made difficult by my im-
prudent letter to my friend, which seemed to justify the
suspicion that I was his accomplice.    M. Desbarres first
of all  thought  to  get  me  out of the hands of the
Inquisition by bribery.    It cost him a hundred thousand
crowns ; I have since discovered that this meant half his
yearly income.    At length, as a result of his credit and
exertions, I was sent to France to be tried over again,
and, very likely, condemned over again, if M. Desbarres,
instead of continuing his travels, which were to have
lasted two months longer, had not left the cardinal in
Spain; and returned for the sake of a wretched man
brought back as a criminal    His credit and reputation
for uprightness in Paris, and the interest his talents and new
